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Navy, and especially the crew of the 
McInerney, for their tireless efforts to 
stem the flow of illegal drugs into our 
Nation. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE RISK OF NUCLEAR PRO-
LIFERATION CREATED BY THE 
ACCUMULATION OF WEAPONS- 
USABLE FISSILE MATERIAL IN 
THE TERRITORY OF THE RUS-
SIAN FEDERATION—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110– 
126) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice 
stating that the emergency declared in 
Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000, 
with respect to the risk of nuclear pro-
liferation created by the accumulation 
of a large volume of weapons-usable 
fissile material in the territory of the 
Russian Federation is to continue be-
yond June 21, 2008. 

It remains a major national security 
goal of the United States to ensure 
that fissile material removed from 
Russian nuclear weapons pursuant to 
various arms control and disarmament 
agreements is dedicated to peaceful 
uses, subject to transparency meas-
ures, and protected from diversion to 
activities of proliferation concern. The 
accumulation of a large volume of 
weapons-usable fissile material in the 
territory of the Russian Federation 
continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency declared with 
respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of a 
large volume of weapons-usable fissile 
material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation and maintain in force 
these emergency authorities to respond 
to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 18, 2008. 
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AMERICAN ENERGY NEEDS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, it is great to be back tonight 
to address some of the concerns that 
most Americans have today, and that 
is the cost of energy. 

Let me start out by saying that I 
have gotten numerous calls and e-mails 
concerning the price that the average 
American is paying for gas today. As 
most Americans realize, gas is up over 
$4 a gallon. When the 110th Congress 
started and the new majority took 
over, after telling the American people 
that they had a commonsense plan to 
bring down the skyrocketing price of 
gas, and keep in mind at the time it 
was about $2.20 a gallon, we have seen 
the price of gas go up to $4.05 now. 

I have had many people call and ask 
me if I had signed the petition on sev-
eral Internet sites, such as 
AmericanSolutions.com and some 
other sites that were out there where 
the American people could go and sign 
a petition telling us, Madam Speaker, 
Members of Congress, that they wanted 
us to drill now, drill here, and bring 
down the price of gas. 

And so as I was thinking about that, 
I thought, you know, we are hearing 
from our constituents about they want 
us to do something, to take action, to 
bring down the price of gas because 
that’s what we do in this Congress, 
Madam Speaker, is we are here to help 
the American people, and especially 
with their pocketbook. 

So as I got to thinking about that, I 
said you know we all hear from our 
constituents, but sometimes our con-
stituents don’t know how we really feel 
because a lot of times these issues are 
not brought to the floor, or when they 
are brought to the floor they are so 
convoluted and so hard to understand 
that someone could go home and an-
swer their constituency as to why they 
voted for a bill or why they voted 
against a bill because you could prob-
ably take either side on any piece of 
legislation that is passed in this body. 
I said I need to come up with the sim-
plest thing that I can to make sure 
that the American people understand 
and there can’t be any wiggle room 
from their Member of Congress where 
they stand on bringing down energy 
prices. 

And so I came up with this petition. 
What this petition says is ‘‘American 
energy solutions for lower gas prices. 
Bring onshore oil online. Bring deep-
water oil online. Bring new refineries 
online.’’ We have not opened a refinery 
in this country since the late 1970s. 

So what I did, this is the petition we 
have had on the floor all today for 
Members to sign. What it says is very 
simple; very, very, simple, ‘‘I will vote 
to increase U.S. oil production to lower 
gas prices for Americans.’’ That’s 
about as simple as it gets. It’s not poli-
tics. It’s not gotcha politics, it is the 
kind of change that I think the Amer-

ican people want, honesty and common 
sense. Honesty and common sense. 

So today we have had a total to date 
of 126 people out of 435 sign this peti-
tion. So 126 out of the 435, and I hope 
that it will continue. But I hope, 
Madam Speaker, that people under-
stand that they can go to House.gov/ 
Westmoreland and find out if their 
Congressman has signed the petition or 
not. And if not, you might want to ask 
them why because the thing is pretty 
clear. It just says ‘‘I will vote to in-
crease U.S. oil production to lower gas 
prices for Americans.’’ 

That’s about as simple as it gets. So 
we are proud to have this petition and 
we are proud of the American people, 
Madam Speaker, for going to these 
Web sites to sign these petitions to let 
us know how you feel about paying 
these outlandish gas prices at the 
pump. 

What I want to do is make sure that 
the American people know how their 
Congressman feels about the pain they 
are suffering at the pump. 

I yield to the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON). 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Let me just 
say that some Members of Congress do 
more work than others, and I want to 
congratulate you on taking the time 
and making the effort to get Members 
on record as to how they feel about 
drilling for oil and natural gas to get 
our energy prices down and get the 
price of gasoline at the pump down. 
You are to be congratulated. I watched 
you on television the other night, and 
I just wish you had more time to get 
into more of the details because what 
you say on the floor ought to be heard 
by people all across this country. 

I took a 5-minute special order before 
this one, and I didn’t get a chance to go 
into some of the issues in depth that 
the American people ought to know 
about because they hear so much on 
both sides of the aisle. On that side of 
the aisle they say, oh, my gosh, the oil 
companies have so many leases, they 
ought to drill on those leases, both on 
American soil and also on the Outer 
Continental Shelf. 

The fact of the matter is there are an 
awful lot of leases already out there, 
given to the oil companies, but they 
are not going to drill in those areas un-
less they know there is oil there. And 
that’s why there are seismic tests that 
take place. And those tests don’t take 
place until they get the lease. And that 
lease is for 5 to 10 years. If they don’t 
move on that lease within 5 to 10 years, 
then they have to give the lease up and 
it is re-bid, and somebody else might 
go for that lease. 

But chances are they will do every-
thing they can to find oil in that 5 or 
10-year period because they don’t want 
to lose a lease that has a lot of oil 
within it. So they do seismic tests to 
find out if there is oil there. 

If they drill on a lease that is next to 
another lease, sometimes they do test 
drills, if it looks like it is a promising 
lease or leases around that area, they 
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